
male children, get ready for a 

divorce: you have failed! 

Are you approaching your 

nineteenth birthday? 

Do you have a valuable dow-

ry? 

Then it’s probably time that 

you got married. 

No doubt, you have seen a 

number of single men in their 

thirties and forties in your 

polis—these are ideal mar-

riage partners. 

Don’t choose one because 

he’s got dreamy eyes, a phi-

losopher’s brains or a warri-

or’s six-pack: choose one 

because it is economically 

and politically useful to your 

family. Who said romance is 

dead? 

Joking aside, as a woman, 

you are not to be trusted: you 

are willful, promiscuous and 

erratic in thinking. You need a 

man to take care of you. 

This is mostly because with-

out a man, you aren’t allowed 

to do much anyway. 

One of the benefits of mar-

riage for Athenian women is 

that you don’t have to bother 

your pretty little head over 

silly little things like legal 

rights or social/ economical 

standing in the community. 

No, you can entrust all of that 

boring business to your hus-

band. 

In addition, all of your proper-

ty now belongs to your hus-

band, so there’s an end to 

those tiresome arguments 

about who that necklace be-

longs to, and who bought the 

house: it all belongs to him. 

Simple! 

Finally, if you fail to produce 

Thanks to brilliant non-

advances in modern hygiene, 

20% of women can look for-

ward to dying in childbirth. 

While philosophy, mathemat-

ics, politics, literature, poetry, 

the theatre, science, art, the-

atre, architecture, geography 

and economics continue to 

bloom, it is clear that the 

death sport of pregnancy is 

not improving. 

Some claim that having girls 

younger than sixteen deliver 

children is a clue to this ram-

pant mortality, but the best 

Athenian science bods have 

yet to establish that link.  

 

H o w  t o  b e  M a r r i e d  

I N  B R I E F  

 Don’t leave the 

house. 

 Learn to weave a 

peplos (robe). 

 Get married be-

fore you turn 

eighteen, prefera-

bly to a man in his 

thirties. 

 Give up all your 

civil and legal 

rights to your 

husband. 

 Be regarded as 

property by men. 

 Accept that child-

birth is often fatal. 
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How to be an  

Ancient Athenian Woman 

Athens, 477 B.C.E. Two obols. 

An Athenian woman in the fifth century 

B.C.E., yesterday. 

An Athenian woman who could 

be pregnant. 


