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Basics 

• Make sure you write eight points. 

• Each point can be one bullet-point. 

• Don’t be afraid to recycle analysis/ answers 
you have already used. 



Commonality 

• You can secure two marks simply by saying how the 
poems you have selected are linked by the same idea. 
 

Commonality 
• In Originally, Duffy shows the loneliness of her 

protagonist when she is forced to live somewhere new. 
• In War Photographer, loneliness is shown in the way 

the protagonist withdraws from society. 
• In Havisham, we see loneliness in a character who has 

withdrawn from the world after being jilted by her 
fiance. 



One Point – One Mark 

• Bullet-point your answers. 
• Each bullet-point should be enough to gain one 

mark. 
• A quotation on its own will not be enough. 

 
• When Havisham refers to her “beloved 

sweetheart bastard” we get a strong sense of her 
bitterness.  

• The oxymoron demonstrates her conflicting 
emotions – she loves the man but she also hates. 



Use Headings 

• For answers on a particular poem, use the title 
of the poem as a heading. 



You will write… 

Commonality 

 

• Duffy is able to surprise the reader in Valentine 
through the use of unusual symbols for love. 

• She also surprises her reader in Havisham when she 
describes love in relation to her protagonist’s hatred. 

• She also surprises the reader in Mrs Midas when she 
shows the effects of Midas’s golden touch on his 
relationship.  



Valentine 

• “It will blind you with tears” – this is metaphorical 
language because the onion/ love will make the 
receiver of the gift cry. 

• This is surprising because in a romantic poem we 
do not expect to read that love will cause pain or 
suffering (“tears”). 

• “Not a red rose or a satin heart” – use of cliched 
symbols of love. 

• Duffy rejects these traditional ideas, which is 
unexpected because they are so common in 
romantic poetry. 



Havisham 

• “Beloved sweetheart bastard” – oxymoron- this 
poses two opposite words next to each other.  

• The first is loving, the second is harsh and critical. 
This is unexpected in a love poem.  

• “Love’s hate behind a white veil” – this is a 
metaphor. Duffy is saying that love and hate are 
the same thing. 

• This is unexpected because instead of saying she 
loves someone, Havisham is also saying that she 
hates them. This shows how complex the 
relationship in this poem is. 

 



• OVERWRITING? 

Mrs Midas 

• “I miss most, even now, his hands, his warm 
hands on my skin, his touch.” – This is the use 
of irony. 

• This is unexpected because it shows that, even 
though Midas’s touch is dangerous to the 
narrator, she still wants it. This reveals how 
deep her love for her husband goes. 



2015 - Valentine 

• The theme of relationships is important in this 
poem. With close textual reference, show how 
this theme is explored in this poem and in at 
least one other poem you have read by Duffy. 



2014 – War Photographer 

• Using close textual reference, show how the 
presentation of the main character in this 
poem is similar or different to the 
presentation of the main character in another 
poem or poems by Duffy which you have read. 


