
“An Inspector Calls” - Refresher 

 “An Inspector Calls” is J.B. Priestley’s 1945 ____________________ of social attitudes, presented through the 

behaviour of wealthy characters meeting for a marriage celebration. Centring on the issue of how a society treats 

its ____________________ members, the play gradually peels back the lies the Birling and Croft families tell 

themselves about their involvement (or lack of) in the suicide of a working class girl, to reveal Priestley’s message 

of the importance of a society taking ____________________ for all of its members. 

Mr Birling 

The patriarch of the Birling family is a ____________________ industrialist who believes that his main purpose is 

to provide and protect wealth for his immediate family. He does not care about the damage he does to others 

when pursuing this goal. Consequently, he pays his workers as little as possible, and fires any who cause a 

____________________. He represents the attitudes of businesses, and Priestley uses this character to criticise a 

society which puts the pursuit of money ahead of the ____________________ of its people. 

Gerald Croft 

The fiancé of Sheila Birling, Gerald represents the ____________________ and feckless aristocracy. He does no 

real work, and yet has a higher social and economical status. Mr Birling is especially pleased about the 

forthcoming marriage as it would merge the Birlings with an____________________ family. The way Gerald uses 

Eva Smith is a criticism of the rich who believe the poor somehow are not entitled to the same degree of respect 

as themselves. 

Sheila and Eric Birling 

These two younger characters are initially ____________________– they do not understand how the world 

works. As the play develops, they clearly see how their actions have contributed to this death, and unlike their 

elders, they accept responsibility for what they have done. The idea that the inspector may not be real does not 

change the fact that they have behaved ____________________, and used their social status to 

____________________ a young girl’s life. 

The Inspector 

A mysterious character (who we later learn may not even be a real inspector), the inspector provides the voice of 

an ____________________, using questions to establish the ____________________ of all of the other 

characters. It is quickly apparent that the inspector already knows much of what has happened, but is using the 

interview as a way of getting the others to admit to their bad behaviour. The inspector is Priestley’s own voice, 

and late in the play he addresses the ____________________ and characters directly with a message of social 

responsibility. 

Eva Smith (Daisy Renton) 

The victim of the ____________________, pride and arrogance of the upper classes, Eva Smith represents the 

____________________ class. Her fate is dictated entirely by the actions of those who have power because they 

have money. Her fate makes clear that unless the rich act in a more responsible manner, the poor will continue to 

be ____________________. 

1. interrogator  
2. naïve  
3. fuss  
4. weakest  
5. exploration  
6. ruin  

7. exploited  
8. aristocratic  
9. audience  
10. responsibility  
11. capitalist  
12. greed  

13. treatment  
14. arrogant  
15. disgracefully  
16. culpability  
17. working 


