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What is “setting” 

• Remember, setting is about place and time. 

• So, in Tess of the d’Urbervilles, you can write 
about the geography of Hardy’s Wessex; but 
you also need to write about the attitudes and 
morality of the era. 

• In The Crucible, you can write about the small 
farming town setting; but you must also refer 
to the attitudes and morality of those people 
at that time. 



The Process 

• There are two ways to write about setting, 
one more formulaic than the other. 



Process 1 

• For each paragraph, refer to a different setting 
within the text. 

• For Tess, write a paragraph about The Chase, 
one about Talbothay’s, one for Flintcombe 
Ash, and one for Stone Henge. For The 
Crucible, refer to the different stage settings 
for each of the four acts: Parris’s house; 
Proctor’s house; the Salem meeting house 
(the court); the prison. 



Advantages 

• This method makes absolutely clear that you 
are structuring your essay, and methodically 
looking at the impact of each setting on the 
characters. 



Disadvantages 

• It doesn’t easily allow you to compare the 
effects of different scenes. 

• If you wanted to compare Tess’s acquiescence 
on The Chase to her assertiveness at Stone 
Henge, which paragraph does it go into? 

• If you wanted to compare Proctor’s guilt with 
Elizabeth to his strength when he refuses to 
confess, which paragraph does it go into? 



Process 2 

• You use the idea of setting, but put the 
character at the front. 



For Tess 

• You could have a paragraph about Tess’s 
difficulties as part of the working class, drawing 
evidence from the setting;  

• another paragraph could be about her status as a 
woman, and how it is shown by the setting;  

• a paragraph about her being the head of her 
family, looking at the economic setting;  

• then finish with a paragraph about her 
relationships with men, and how they are a 
reflection of her setting. 



For The Crucible 

• You could have a paragraph about Abigail’s desire 
for Proctor, and how it was caused by the setting;  

• then a paragraph about Abigail’s desire for power, 
and show how her status in the setting 
contributed to it;  

• a paragraph on Abigail’s growing power in the 
court, and how the setting allows it to grow;  

• then finish with a paragraph about her escape, 
and why the setting meant she had to leave. 

 



Advantages 

• You are less hemmed in with this method. 

• The setting becomes a support for an answer 
about character or plot. 

• It allows you to use evidence from across the 
text, rather than just the individual setting you 
are looking at. 



Disadvantages 

• This is less straight-forward to organise. 

• With a greater emphasis on character/ plot, 
you may switch-off and start writing a 
character/ plot essay, and not the setting 
essay you have been asked. 

• This kind of essay has a tendency to sprawl. I 
mean, when talking about Tess as a working-
class girl in Victorian England, what do you 
leave out? The entire novel is about this. 


