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What is the point of a paragraph? 

• A paragraph is a section of an essay. 

• Within it, you must present an argument that 
proves a particular point. 

• It does not matter how long or short the 
paragraph is, as long as you clearly make your 
point. 



That said… 

• The examiner is looking for evidence that you 
understand how a writer creates effects on 
the reader. 

• To prove this, you need to use examples from 
the text (quotations), and then analyse the 
technique the writer uses. 

• If your paragraph does not do this, what are 
you writing it for? 



Ticky Squeak 

• For a while, I have suggested this torturous 
acronym. 

• T I Q E E S Q E E C 

• This structure is intended to make sure you 
cover the basics. 

• It is functional, not expressive. 



So… 

• Topic sentence (summary of what the paragraph will contain) 

• Initial example. 

• Quotation to support this idea. 

• Explanation of the techniques used in the quotation. 

• Explanation of how the technique connects to the topic sentence. 

• Second example. 

• Quotation to support this idea. 

• Explanation of the techniques used in the quotation. 

• Explanation of how the technique connects to the topic sentence. 

• Closing sentence – how do these two points address the main 
question. 



Which might look like… 

• T A key scene in the play is when Gerald explains that the inspector was not real. 

• I The Birlings are delighted by this because it allows them to believe they have 
done nothing wrong. 

• Q Mr Birling exclaims here, “By jingo, a fake!” 

• E Here, the sense of relief is shown in the colloquial expression, and the use of an 
exclamation mark. 

• E This relief rebuilds the family’s confidence, which is later destroyed at the final 
turning point. 

• S A second example of the Birlings’ relief comes from Mrs Birling. 

• Q She says of the inspector, “Look at the way he talked to me.” 

• E The tone here is indignant. 

• E This shows that she does not believe someone from the lower classes had the 
right to question her actions. 

• C Both of these examples show that the Birlings were pleased when Gerald 
suggested the inspector was not real, and their reaction contributes to the 
tragedy at the final turning point. 



However… 

• You can be more imaginative. 

• But EVERY paragraph must have a topic 
sentence, which outlines what the paragraph 
is going to be about. 

• The topic sentence must directly connect to 
the essay question. 



Which is best? 

• Choose a novel or short story in which there is a character 
you find particularly interesting. 

• By referring to appropriate techniques, show how the 
author made the character especially interesting to you. 

1. When Steinbeck uses the description of Lennie as “strong 
as a bull”, we get a strong sense of how powerful he is. 

2. The setting of “Of Mice and Men” is described in a 
beautiful, lyrical way by Steinbeck. 

3. The character of George is interesting to the reader as he 
must act as a protector to Lennie while also socialising 
with the men on the ranch. 

 
 



Your turn… 

• Write a topic sentence for a paragraph about a 
character who experiences difficulty. 

• Now write a second topic sentence about 
either a) another character who experiences 
difficulty, or b) another difficulty faced by the 
same character. 



Quick-quoting. 

• For the exam, you will have memorised a 
number of quotations. 

• In the T I Q E E S Q E E C model, you would 

only use two quotations in the paragraph. 

 



What if… 

• Imagine that you want to demonstrate that 
the writer uses a similar technique several 
times. 

• For example: “strong as a bull” and “his arms 
hung by his side like a bear”. 

• You could use the T I Q E E S Q E E C model. 



It would look like… 

• T Steinbeck makes use of simile and metaphor to make 
the character of Lennie more interesting. 

• I Blah, blah, blah, blah , blah, blah, blah. 
• Q He is described as “strong as a bull”. 
• E Blah, blah, blah, blah , blah, blah, blah. 
• E Blah, blah, blah, blah , blah, blah, blah. 
• S Blah, blah, blah, blah , blah, blah, blah. 
• Q We are told that Lennie’s arms hung at his side, “like a 

bear”. 
• E Blah, blah, blah, blah , blah, blah, blah. 
• E Blah, blah, blah, blah , blah, blah, blah. 
• C Blah, blah, blah, blah , blah, blah, blah. 



Problem? 

• That is a lot of writing to make essentially the 
same point. 



What are the advantages of this? 

• Steinbeck makes use of simile and metaphor 
to make the character of Lennie more 
interesting. He is described as “strong as a 
bull” and “like a bear”, and both of these 
similes reinforce the idea that he is similar to 
an animal in his strength. 

 



Well… 

• We are able to show our breadth of 
knowledge (two quotations from the text) 
very quickly, and then make a point about why 
Steinbeck does this. 

• It saves you writing ten sentences to make the 
same point. 



Warning. 

• If you are going to double or triple quote, 
make sure your selections are relevant. 



Problem? 

• Curley’s wife says that “they left all the weak 
ones here” before adding “I could get you 
strung up so quick it ain’t even funny”. 

• These quotations would require some 
explanation because they aren’t exactly on the 
same subject. 



Gist 

• A T I Q E E S Q E E C paragraph will serve you 
well enough, but it lacks real sparkle. 

• The best essays include all the necessary 
elements (Topic sentence, main point, 
quotation, explanation) but do not stick 
religiously to the formula. 

• It is a difficult balancing act. 


