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Bog Standard 

• State the title of the text, the author/ director 
and the year it was written/ made. 

• Say quickly what the text is about – two to 
three sentences maximum. 

• Say what your essay is going to do – link to the 
question’s main focus. 



Bog Standard 

• “Of Mice and Men” was written in 1937 by 
John Steinbeck. It follows the story of George 
and Lennie, two itinerant workers who cross 
California looking for work, but whose fate is 
doomed by Lennie’s inability to control his 
animal strength. This essay will look at the 
theme of loneliness, and how Steinbeck’s use 
of characterisation and symbolism makes the 
theme’s presentation so effective. 



Same information, different order… 

• The story of George and Lennie, two itinerant 
workers who cross California looking for work, 
but whose fate is doomed by Lennie’s inability 
to control his animal strength, forms the spine 
of John Steinbeck’s 1937 classic, “Of Mice and 
Men”. This essay will look at the theme of 
loneliness, and how Steinbeck’s use of 
characterisation and symbolism makes the 
theme’s presentation so effective. 



All seems a bit samey… 

• How do we break away? 

• Put the intention of the essay first. 

 



How about… 

• The loneliness of all the characters in 
Steinbeck’s “Of Mice and Men” (1937) is 
brought to the fore through the writer’s use of 
symbolism and characterisation. Whether 
showing Curley’s Wife as a desperate flirt, or 
Candy as an old man facing an isolated old 
age, it is Steinbeck’s use of these techniques 
which makes the story of these tragic 
characters so poignant. 



Grab your reader’s attention (high risk) 

• Curley’s Wife is a flirt. Candy is a man of no 
use to the ranch where he lives. Lennie is 
mentally unable to live alone. These harsh 
views of key characters from Steinbeck’s “Of 
Mice and Men” (1937) are the views of the 
men on the ranch. However, Steinbeck sees 
the real human tragedy in his characters’ 
loneliness, and allows the reader to 
sympathise with them through his use of 
characterisation and symbolism. 

 



The main points… 

• Always make clear which text you are writing 
about. 

• Always make clear the intention of the essay. 

• Try to name the techniques your essay will 
focus on. 



Your turn… 

• Write an introduction for the following 
question: 

 

Choose a novel or a short story or a work of 
non-fiction which explores an important theme. 

By referring to appropriate techniques, show 
how the author has explored this theme.  

 



And again… 

• Write an introduction for the following 
question: 

 

Choose a novel or short story in which the writer 
creates a realistic or convincing character. 

By referring to appropriate techniques, show 
how the writer creates this character, and say 
why you find him or her to be realistic or 
convincing. 

 



And again… 

• Write an introduction for the following 
question: 

Choose a novel or short story in which a 
character changes in the course of the story. 

 Briefly describe how the character changes and, 
by referring to appropriate techniques, explain 
what caused the change. 

 


