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Sexism in Football is in Stoppage Time 
 

1. David Moyes is a fool. A neanderthal. A silver-back gorilla who belongs in times before 

human beings developed the ability to not be awful to each other. 

2. If you’re not aware of who the po-faced Scotsman is, a) well done, and b) he’s a football 

manager. 

3. Here’s a quick resume: played professional football, managed a few teams, and on Saturday 

casually threatened to slap a female journalist. That’s it in a nutshell. 

4. But Moyes is also a symptom, a nagging reminder that we have not addressed a problem. He 

is a well-paid Premier League manager, and is respected by his friends, his colleagues and his 

players. But what kind of world permits its most celebrated workers to casually toss around 

misogynist language? What kind of world says it’s okay to treat women as second-class 

citizens? 

5. ‘Twas ever thus in football, though. We have a history of well-paid players and managers 

doing awful things to women and being allowed to return to the (and they say this without 

irony) beautiful game. 

6. Kieron Dyer, Graham Rix, Marlon King, Ched Evans… The list of sexual predators who have 

been tolerated or held on high by this grubby industry is vast. Because footballers don’t 

think they need to evolve – it is okay for them to remain the spotty, misguided, sexist, 

thuggish fourteen year olds they once were. They join a club in their teens, and join a 

collective of like-minded men, who encourage appalling mistreatment of women. 

7. Moyes’s casual threat (which he apologises for, so that’s apparently fine) was just the latest 

incident for a sport which refuses to fully join the twentieth century. 

8. The rejoinder to this is that there is now a booming women’s Premier League, with real, 

paid, women footballers. But this is like saying the arsonist is good because when he burned 

down the hospital he left out the bus-stop. It does not disguise the horrible culture which is 

so damaging to women. 

9. Are we serious about equality, or are we not? Are we committed to making the world safer 

for women, or are we not? These are not difficult questions, but they are questions which 

the world of football semi-answers, obfuscates, misleads and generally fudges.  

10. So, we should throw the book at David Moyes. Every chapter, every page and every word. 

Then throw a couple more volumes at him. Because change never happens without a 

struggle, and it is up to us to draw a line in the sand and say, “We will not accept this.” 

Because all women deserve to feel as safe in the world as men do.  

11. It’s so simple, even an idiot like David Moyes could understand it. 
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1. Look at paragraph one. 

How does the writer’s use of sentence structure convey his disapproval of David Moyes? (2) 

2. What is the function of the colon in paragraph three. (2) 

3. Look at paragraph four. 

How does the writer make use of imagery to show how sexist attitudes are not acceptable? 

(2) 

How does the writer use language to convey Moyes’s status in professional football? (2) 

4. How does the phrase “’Twas ever thus” act as a link between paragraphs four and five? (4) 

5. Look at paragraph five. 

a. What sort of tone does the writer create here? (1) 

b. How does the writer create this tone? (2) 

6. Look at paragraph seven. 

What is the function of parenthesis in this paragraph? (2) 

7. Look at paragraph nine. 

a. How does the writer challenge the reader’s attitudes here? (2) 

b. How are we able to infer the meaning of “obfuscates” from its context. (2) 

8. Look at paragraph ten. 

How does the sentence structure show the writer’s anger here? (2) 

9. Look at paragraph eleven. 

Why is this final sentence an effective conclusion to the piece? (2) 
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