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What is the purpose? 

• Why do we write a conclusion to an essay? 

• We have made all of our points already (never 
introduce a new idea in a conclusion), so why do 
we need to say anything else. 

• Imagine your essay as a court case, and you are 
trying to prove a particular idea true or false. 

• The conclusion is your lawyer’s “summing up” – 
the last time you speak to the jury to make sure 
they have understood your argument. 



The essentials 

• Summarise your main points 

• Answer the question directly 

• Give a final statement on the subject 



Basic 

• Tess Durbeyfield continues through life 
despite all the obstacles life throws at her: her 
rape, the loss of her baby and her 
abandonment by Angel Clare. 

• It is because she comes through these that a 
reader can see her as a heroic character. 

• Tess’s courage to continue with life is a quality 
which we can all admire. 



Add more description 

• Tess Durbeyfield bravely continues through her 
difficult life despite all the terrible obstacles life 
throws at her: her unknowing rape, the tragic loss 
of her baby and her callous abandonment by the 
hypocrite Angel Clare. 

• It is because she comes through these that a 
reader can see her as an admirable and heroic 
character. 

• Tess’s depth of courage to continue with life is a 
shining quality which we can all admire. 



Add the specific focus 

• Tess Durbeyfield bravely continues through her difficult 
life despite all the terrible obstacles life throws at her: 
her unknowing rape, the tragic loss of her baby and her 
callous abandonment by the hypocrite Angel Clare. 

• It is because she comes through these that a reader 
can see her as an admirable and heroic character. 

• Hardy’s use of red and white to show love, anger, sin 
and purity all contribute to his rich and realistic 
presentation of his heroine. 

• Tess’s depth of courage to continue with life is a shining 
quality which we can all admire. 

 



Participle/ Adverb Sentences 

• Bravely continuing to fight, despite her unknowing 
rape, the tragic loss of her baby and her callous 
abandonment by the hypocrite Angel Clare, marks Tess 
Durbeyfield as an admirable and heroic character. 

• Clearly, her ability to continue despite these 
circumstances causes a reader to sympathise with her. 

• Using red and white symbols to show love, anger, sin 
and purity, Hardy creates a rich and realistic 
presentation of his heroine. 

• Painted by the writer in this way, Tess’s depth of 
courage to continue with life is a shining quality which 
we can all admire. 

 



Have a go 

• Write an conclusion paragraph for each of the following 
essay questions. 

 
Choose a novel, set in a time different from your own, with a 
theme relevant to the world today.  
Show how you are led to an appreciation of the theme's 
continuing relevance, despite its setting in time.  
 
Choose a novel in which a confrontation between two 
characters is of central importance to the text.  
Explain the circumstances of the confrontation and discuss its 
importance to your understanding of the novel as a whole.  

 


