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The absolute essentials 

• Name of the text 

• Name of the writer 

• Date of the text 

• Gist of the plot 

• Intention of your essay 



Basic 

• “Tess of the d’Urbervilles” was written by 
Thomas Hardy in 1891. It is about a working 
class girl in Victorian England, whose life is 
ruined after she is raped. This essay will look 
at how the character of Tess is a character we 
can admire. 



Add more description 

• The tragic novel, “Tess of the d’Urbervilles” 
was written by realist author Thomas Hardy in 
1891. It is about a beautiful working class girl 
in Victorian England, whose life is ruined 
beyond repair after she is raped by the 
antagonist, Alec d’Urberville. This short essay 
will look at how the character of Tess is a 
sympathetic character we can admire. 



Add the specific focus 

• The tragic novel, “Tess of the d’Urbervilles” 
was written by realist author Thomas Hardy in 
1891. It is about a beautiful working class girl 
in Victorian England, whose life is ruined 
beyond repair after she is raped by the 
antagonist, Alec d’Urberville. This short essay 
will look at how Hardy’s portrayal of the 
character of Tess, using the symbolic colours 
red and white, makes her a character we can 
admire. 



Participle sentences 

• Written in 1891, realist writer Thomas Hardy’s 
“Tess of the d’Urbervilles” features a 
protagonist who can be seen to be heroic. 
Coping with the difficult demands put upon 
her, Tess struggles to have control of her own 
life, despite the various tragedies which befall 
her. Focusing on Hardy’s presentation of Tess, 
and how he links her to the symbolic colours 
of red and white, this essay will show how his 
young heroine earns a reader’s admiration. 



Quotation Introductions 

• Some of you have tried this, with mixed 
success. 

• The important thing is that you need to 
explain how the quotation links to the essay 
you are about to write – you can’t just leave it 
hanging there! 



Bad Quotation Introduction 

“Hardy’s challenge of the norms of Victorian Age to 
defend the rights of women and his sympathy for them 

are strong proofs of his being a feminist novelist.” 
 
Written in 1891, realist writer Thomas Hardy’s “Tess of 
the d’Urbervilles” features a protagonist who can be seen 
to be heroic. Coping with the difficult demands put upon 
her, Tess struggles to have control of her own life, despite 
the various tragedies which befall her. Focusing on 
Hardy’s presentation of Tess, and how he links her to the 
symbolic colours of red and white, this essay will show 
how his young heroine earns a reader’s admiration. 



Good Quotation Introduction 

“Hardy’s challenge of the norms of Victorian Age to defend 
the rights of women and his sympathy for them are strong 

proofs of his being a feminist novelist.” 
 
The critic George Miles was correct in suggesting that Thomas 
Hardy was a feminist writer, and this is confirmed by his 
presentation of Tess Durbeyfield in his 1891 novel, “Tess of 
the d’Urbervilles”. Tess’s tale is one of being controlled, often 
against her will, by the men who surround her. Her final 
“victory” proves that Hardy supported increased freedom for 
women, and that Tess is a strong character, to be admired. 
This is essay will look at how a reader can find Tess heroic, 
paying special attention to Hardy’s use of symbolism. 

 



Have a go 

• Write an introduction paragraph for each of the following 
essay questions. 

 
Choose a novel, set in a time different from your own, with a 
theme relevant to the world today.  
Show how you are led to an appreciation of the theme's 
continuing relevance, despite its setting in time.  
 
Choose a novel in which a confrontation between two 
characters is of central importance to the text.  
Explain the circumstances of the confrontation and discuss its 
importance to your understanding of the novel as a whole.  
 

 


