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NO POLICE 

 Just like ancient Rome, there was no Police force dealing with and 
investigating crimes. 

 Scythian archers (used to keep order in the ecclesia) were used to 
keep order in the courts. 



LAW 

 The first Athenian laws were written by Draco in the seventh century 
BCE. 

 These were unbelievably harsh, and extremely unpopular. 

 Even minor crimes were punished with death. 

 In 594BCE, Solon reformed the laws to make them fairer. 

 Solon’s laws did not change for a long time. 



COURTS 

 Anyone caught committing a crime would be put on trial by the citizens 
of Athens. 

 A special court would be set up in cases of murder on the areopagus, 
a hill south of the agora. 



LAWYERS 

 Citizens had to personally carry out cases – the state did not appoint 
lawyers. 

 If a prosecutor failed to win 1/5 of the jury’s votes, he would be 
fined. 

 This was to prevent citizens bringing trumped-up or spiteful 
prosecutions. 

 1. Accuser served a summons to the accused (in the presence of 
witnesses). 

 2. Both appeared before a magistrate and evidence was recorded 
by a clerk. 

 3. Both then appeared before a jury. 

  



JURIES 

 Each of the ten tribes of Athens had to supply a list of 600 citizens 
who could be called to sit on a jury. 

 Nobody knew until the day of the trial who would serve on the jury. 

 This was intended to snuff out bribery. 

 Jurymen would receive a small payment, so even the poorest could 
afford to take time off work. 

 A jury would be between 201 and 401 men (sometimes even more). 

 The archon (magistrate) presided over the court but did not pass 
sentences. 



TRIALS 

 The accuser and accused each gave speeches to the 
jury. 

 A time-limit was kept by a water clock. 

 Wealthier men would employ speech-writers, but had 
to deliver the words themselves, having learned them 
by heart. 

 Some strategies employed in Athens are no longer 
allowed: 

A man might bring his family, dressed in rags, into court 
to win sympathy from a jury. 

There were no witnesses called – only men to confirm 
that their speeches were accurate. 

There was no cross-examination. 



PEBBLES 

 Two jars sat in the court – one marked “not guilty” and another 
marked “guilty”. 

 Jurors were given a pebble, and dropped it into one of the jars; the 
numbers were then counted. 

 The accuser then proposed a punishment; the accused was allowed to 
make a counter-offer for the penalty. 

 There was no long-term prison in Athens. 

 Punishments came down to: 

Fines 

Exile 

Death 



SOCRATES 

 The trial of Socrates is the most famous in Greek 
history. 

 He had spent most of his life on the streets of 
Athens, questioning the meaning of goodness, 
courage, law; he questioned the existence of the 
gods and by questioning often got people to 
completely overturn their long-held beliefs. 

 This led to many authorities feeling he was 
encouraging the young to be disrespectful of 
laws and traditions. 



THE TRIAL 

 In 399 BCE he was but on trial in front of 501 jurors, accused of 
turning the youth of Athens away from the gods. 

 He answered that it was through inspiration from the gods that he 
sought out the truth of things. 

 He was found guilty by a majority of 59 and sentenced to drink 
hemlock. 

  



THE SKINNY 

 No police force; first laws written by Draco; Solon reformed the laws 
to make them fairer. 

 People tried by the citizens of Athens; citizens personally carried out 
cases. 

 If a prosecutor had to win 1/5 of the votes or be fined. 

 Each tribe supplied 600 potential jurors; juries formed on day of trial. 

 Jury = 201 to 401 men (sometimes even more); archon (magistrate) 
presided over the court; time-limit kept by a water clock. 

 Defendants could appeal to the jury’s emotions; no witnesses were 
called; no cross-examination. 

 Socrates executed for “corrupting” the youth of Athens. 
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