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FESTIVAL OF DIONYSUS 

 Remember, Greek plays were usually performed as 
part of a religious festival 

 The Festival of Dionysus took place in Athens over 
the course of five days in March or April.  

 On the last three days of the festival, actors 
performed three tragedies, one satyr (satire – mock 
heroic tragedies) play, and one comedy.  

  



PRIZES 

 Three poets competed to win the prize for 
best writer. 

 A jury of 10 citizens selected the winning 
poet 

 The content of the plays often provided a 
lesson for the audience. 



TOUGH CROWD 

 Greek theatres could 
hold up to 20,000 
citizens. 

 This had implications 
for performance. 

 Action had to be 
bold and voice 
projection was vital. 



ON THE STAGE 

 Ina Greek tragedy, there would be only 3 
actors who played various parts. 

 No women acted on the stage. 

 Costume (masks, wigs, boots, etc.) were 
essential to differentiate characters. 

 Actors had to be able to sing as parts of 
the plays demanded song. 



THE CHORUS 

 The chorus was led by a conductor and consisted of 
singers and dancers who moved and sang together, acting 
as one character. 

 

 A Choral Ode was chanted or sung in unison. 

 

 Originally, they Chorus started out with 50 people, but 
Sophocles fixed the number at 15.  

  

 The chorus often represented the voice of the audience, 
asking questions and interacting with the perfomers, 



TYPICAL 

 In all tragedies, the protagonist attempts to 
surpass the gods in some way. This arrogance is 
called “hubris”. 

 The protagonist would have a fatal flaw 
(hamartia). 

 Tragedies also served to remind audiences that 
no matter how powerful, no man can avoid 
suffering. 



THE SKINNY 

 Greek drama was mostly performed at religious festivals. 

 The Dyonisia awarded a prize for the best play (Sophocles won twenty-four 
times). 

 Greek theatres held up to 20,000 people. Actors had to be able to perform 
even to people at the back. 

 Only three actors performed in each play. Sophocles used a chorus of 
fifteen. 

 The chorus was the voice of the audience, asking questions and providing 
back-story. 

 A tragedy always featured a protagonist with a fatal flaw (hamartia), and 
the character usually attempted to surpass the gods. 
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