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Previous Papers 
• 2014 Choose a novel or short story in which a central 

  character could be viewed as having courageous or 
  heroic qualities. 

• 2015 Choose a novel or short story in which there is a 
  moment of significance for one of the characters. 

• 2016 Choose a novel or short story in which there is a 
  central character to whom you react with mixed 
  feelings.  

• 2017 Choose a novel or short story in which there is a 
  character who experiences rejection or isolation.  

• 2018  Choose a novel or short story in which there is a 
  complex character for whom the reader has  
  some sympathy.  



Character 

• Any study of character must look at: 

- Their personality 

- Events in which they are involved 

- Their relationships 

- Any change which occurs 



Our Exemplar 

• Choose a novel or drama text with a central 
character you consider to be heroic.  

• Show how the heroic qualities are revealed 
and discuss how this portrayal of the character 
enhances your understanding of the text as a 
whole. 

This means themes, language and 
broader significance (i.e. feminist 

attitudes/ treatment of the working 
class/ historical context/ etc.) 



Introductions 

• This will always include: 

1. Title of Text 

2. Name of writer 

3. Date of publication 

4. Gist of the plot 

5. Intention of the essay 



Introductions 

“Tess of the d’Urbervilles” was written by 
Thomas Hardy and published in 1891. It tells the 
story of a working class girl, Tess, whose life is 
tormented by forces beyond her control. This 
essay will look at how Tess can be considered a 
heroic character. 

 
This is fine but clearly only does the 

bare minimum. You can’t get an A with 
this introduction. 



Introductions 

“Tess of the d’Urbervilles” was written by 
Thomas Hardy and published in 1891. It tells the 
story of a working class girl, Tess, whose life is 
tormented by forces beyond her control, yet she 
still emerges as a hero to the reader. This essay 
will look at how Tess’s drive to do the right thing 
makes her heroic, even though it costs her her 
life. 

 

 

This is clearly a better introduction 
because it a) links explicitly to the 

question, and b) outlines how the essay 
will unfold. 



Introductions 

Thomas Hardy’s 1891 novel, “Tess of the d’Urbervilles” was a 
controversial novel upon publication. It dared to question the 
goodness of a Christian god, while also expressing progressive, 
proto-feminist ideas. It tells the story of a working class girl, Tess, 
whose life is tormented by social and economic forces around, 
yet she still emerges as a hero to the reader. Indeed, Tess 
emerges as a feminist icon, a heroine who after being 
downtrodden manages to rise up from the oppression of her 
gender and her class. 

This introduction marks out its intent to 
look at Tess as a specific type of hero, 

and how Tess changes from doormat to 
empowered woman.  



How does she transform into a hero? 

• She has to look after the family at the start of the 
novel, and this runs through the novel. 

• She is raped by Alec, but by the novel’s end she 
has destroyed him. 

• She initially accepts Angel’s anger, but later is 
able to express the injustice. 

• She fears for the future at the novel’s beginning, 
but she faces her death uncowed by the end. 

• Fundamentally, she is passive for large chunks of 
the novel, but is decisive at its climax. 
 



Suggested Quotations 
• “…but somebody must go… It is late for the hives are late already.” 

• "I don't know; but I think so. They sometimes seem to be like the apples on our stubbard-tree. Most of 
them splendid and sound - a few blighted.“ 

• "Nonsense!" he insisted; and in a slight distress she parted her lips and took it in. 

• "Did it never strike your mind that what every woman says, some women may feel?"  

• "Why didn't you tell me there was danger? Why didn't you warn me? Ladies know what to guard against, 
because they read novels that tell them of these tricks; but I never had the chance of discovering in that 
way, and you did not help me!"  

• “Then I don’t like you no more!” 

• "I wish I had never been born--there or anywhere else. "  

• "My life looks as if it had been wasted for want of chances! When I see what you know, what you have 
read, and seen, and thought, I feel what a nothing I am!"  

• “of course, he won’t marry any one of us, or Tess either” 

• "I agree to the conditions, Angel; because you know best what my punishment ought to be; only - only - 
don't make it more than I can bear!" 

• “as she killed them tenderly” 

• “Oh, why have you treated me so monstrously, Angel?.. It is all injustice I have received at your hands.” 

• "Remember, my lady, I was your master once! I will be your master again. If you are any man's wife you are 
mine!"  

• "O, you have torn my life all to pieces . . . made me a victim, caged bird!" 

• “I am ready.” 



Structure 

Whichever structure you choose to use, you must: 

• Make your points clearly. 

• Support each point with evidence from the text. 

• Comment on the language being used in the 
quotation. 

• Explain what the quotation reveals about the 
novel. 

• Link the whole point to the keywords of the 
question. 



Basic Structure 

• Point: Tess is an heroic character because she is able to 
overcome the intimidating character of Alec d’Urberville.  

• Example: She wants to resist his sexual advances but feels she 
cannot because he is of a higher class. As he forces 
strawberries upon her, she tries to refuses but he says, 
“’Nonsense!’… in a slight distress she parted her lips and took 
it in…”  

• Explanation: The sexual symbolism here is very obvious and 
foreshadows the sexual assault to come. 

 



Better structure 

• Point: Tess is an heroic character because she is able to 
overcome the intimidating character of Alec d’Urberville.  

• Example and context: When she first arrives at Trantridge, 
she wants to resist his sexual advances but feels she cannot 
because he is of a higher class. As he forces strawberries upon 
her, she tries to refuses but he says, “’Nonsense!’… in a slight 
distress she parted her lips and took it in…”  

• Explanation: The sexual symbolism here is very obvious and 
foreshadows the sexual assault to come. 

• Link to question: At this point, Tess is a subservient, unheroic 
character, and bows down to the sexual predator. 

 



Some Imagination 

• Tess’s unheroic nature is shown in her first visit to 
Trantridge, when she allows Alec to force her to eat 
strawberries from his hand. Unsure of herself, she 
gives in to his insistence. He says, “’Nonsense!’… in a 
slight distress she parted her lips and took it in…” 
The sexual symbolism of the strawberry and Tess’s 
lips is overt, and foreshadows the rape to come. The 
word “distress” flags to the reader Tess’s discomfort 
in this subservient role and, importantly, it sets a 
marker in the novel – showing that at this early stage 
Tess is more victim than hero. 


