
Classical Literature – Antigone – Possible Answers 
 
 
 
Women in Antigone 

- Antigone breaks social norms 
- She defies her (male) ruler 
- She breaks the law to bury her brother 
- She is unrepentant about her crime 
- It causes her death, but she believes her “crime” is worth dying for 

 
Women in the Ancient World v Women in the Modern World 

- In Athens, women were expected to stay in specific rooms and seldom leave the oikos; in 
the modern world women are mostly free to leave the house and go where they want 

- In Athens, women were expected to rear children and run the household; in the modern 
world we still have some of this attitude but women have more opportunities to take other 
jobs 

- In Athens, it was forbidden for women to take part in government; in the Uk nowadays all 
women have the vote and can stand in elections 

- In Athens, women were expected to be subservient to their husbands; nowadays, in the 
developed world, women may live as independently as they wish, free from male influence 

- In Athens, women were married off by their fathers; in the modern world, women largely 
are able to choose for themselves who they marry 

 



Conflict in Antigone 
- The main conflict is between Antigone and Creon, her uncle and the King of Thebes 
- Antigone breaks Creon’s decree that it was forbidden to bury Polynices, Antigone’s brother 

who had fought against Thebes 
- When confronted with her guilt, Antigone is belligerent and unrepentant – this riles Creon 

and pushes him to punish her severely 
- However, both characters are guilty of failing to compromise – they both behave 

tyrannically, but Antigone is, in religious terms, in the right 
- Ultimately, Antigone kills herself and Creon changes his mind too late; consequently, Creon’s 

stubbornness leads to the death of his son (Haemon) and wife (Eurydice) 
 
Conflict in the Ancient World v Conflict in the Modern World 

- The best-known conflicts in the ancient world were violent wars; in the modern world war is 
less common 

- Military conflict in the ancient world would be resolved with swords and arrows; modern 
warfare has significantly more powerful weapons, meaning more people can be affected by 
it 

- Ancient conflict was conducted face-to-face; military drones and missiles mean modern war 
can be conducted while the protagonists never meet 

- Ancient conflicts were often a source of pride; nowadays, we regard war as a failure of 
diplomacy 

- Ancients Athenians sought advice from Oracles and seers to guide their conflicts; nowadays, 
spies and intelligence-gathering precedes most wars 

 



Leadership in Antigone 
- Creon is a leader who suffers from hubris – he believes his laws are more important than the 

laws of the gods 
- He significantly fails when he does not listen to the advice of other people, such as Haemon 

and Tiresias 
- An Athenian audience would see him as a tyrant; Athenians were highly opposed to 

autocracy 
- Although he changes his mind and finally reverses his decision to have Antigone killed, he is 

too late 
- As a consequence of his poor leadership, his wife (Eurydice) and son (Haemon) are both 

killed 
 
Leadership in the Ancient World v Leadership in the Modern World 

- In Athens, leaders were often seen as brave warriors; nowadays, we have all sorts of leaders: 
political, spiritual, sporting, professional and so on 

- In the ancient world, leaders were usually of  usually of high rank/ kings; nowadays, leaders 
can come from any kind of background 

- In the ancient world, it was possible to inherit a position as a leader; in the modern world  
most leaders achieve their position through merit or election 

- Ancient leaders usually had their orders followed without question; nowadays we expect to 
be able to question our leaders 

- However, in ancient Athens, there were systems in place to remove incompetent leaders; in 
the modern world we have Donald Trump 

 



Fate in Antigone 
- Antigone is cursed because her family is cursed – we know her fate will be bad because we 

know the story of her father, Oedipus 
- At the start of the play we know she will be executed because she has disobeyed the king, 

Creon 
- Antigone embraces her fate – she believes that the gods are on her side in the argument – 

she does not fear death 
- When confronted by her Creon, she does not repent – she knows that she is fated to die, 

and so does not fear it 
- Ultimately, her fate is realised – but she kills herself 

 
Fate in the Ancient World v Fate in the Modern World 

- In Athens, most people believed all aspects of their lives were ruled by the gods; nowadays, 
religion is less influential 

- In Athens, they worshipped the gods in order to gain their protection; nowadays, although 
some people pray to the gods, they do not expect tangible rewards for prayer 

- In the ancient world, individuals would make offerings and sacrifices in an attempt to secure 
their fate/future; nowadays, nobody makes religious sacrifices 

- The Athenians believed that  an oracle or seer could predict their fate; some people 
nowadays use fortune-tellers, mediums and so on 

- The Athenians believed that a fate was unalterable; nowadays most people believe they can 
determine the direction of their own lives 

 



Heroism in Antigone 
- Antigone is an unusual Greek hero because she is a woman, and she is heroic not through 

warfare but through her integrity 
- Antigone is committed to honouring her brother and buries him, breaking Creon’s law 
- She insists that it is more important to honour family and tradition than the laws of a single 

man 
- This commitment costs her her life, but she dies willingly for an idea she holds true 
- By contrast, Creon is seen as a tyrant because he his integrity is questionable 

 
Heroism in the Ancient World v Heroism in the Modern World 
 

- In the ancient world, heroes tended to be brave, often warriors; today, heroes can emerge 
from ordinary situations – nurses and teachers can be heroic 

- In the ancient world, heroes often sought glory for themselves; nowadays we believe that 
heroism is often selfless – acts committed for the benefit of others 

- In Athens, heroes were not necessarily concerned about their followers; in the modern 
world heroes often react to the opinions and guidance of people around them 

- Classical heroes were not always “good” people – they committed barbaric acts; nowadays, 
even military heroes are honoured more sombrely because we are uncomfortable with 
honouring violence 

- Athenian heroes were almost uniformly Greek; nowadays we can admire people from many 
different cultures and countries 

 
 
 


