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Personal pronouns  

Using words like ‘we’, ‘you’, 

‘our’ and ‘us’ to make your 

audience think you including 

them. 

 

  



Note 

 People should stop using disposable plastics. 

 Sounds like you’re lecturing other people. 

 We must stop using disposables for our morning 

coffee from Costa and our lunchtime sandwich from 

Tesco. 

 Sounds like you are including yourself in the 

problem and the solution – less of a lecture. 



Your turn 

 For your topic, write a sentence that incorporates 

this technique. 



Cause and effect 

 If… then… 

Use cause and effect connectives – these 

give your argument a sense of logic at 

work. 

 

 If 45% of pupils are happy with the 

amount of homework they receive, then 

55% of pupils must be unhappy. 



Note 

 This works especially well with statistics. 

 If 18% of traffic accidents are caused by drunk 

drivers, then 82% must be caused by sober drivers. 

 If 51% of the population supported Brexit, then 

almost the same number were against it. 

 Not just statistics. 

 If you cut meat from your diet twice a week, then 

over a year you will save the lives of fourteen cows 

and thirty-seven chickens. 



Your turn 

 For your topic, write a sentence that incorporates 

this technique. 



Present Tense 

Using the present tense give the 

writing a sense of immediacy/ 

urgency. 

 

Immigrants are pouring in to the 

U.K. 

 



Note 

 I was sitting on a bench in the city centre on 

Saturday when I saw a homeless man in the 

doorway of Boots the chemist. 

 I’m sitting outside Boots the chemist. It’s Saturday, 

and thousands of people walk past the homeless 

man in the doorway as though he is not there. 



Your turn 

 For your topic, write a sentence that incorporates 

this technique. 



Alliteration  

Repeating the consonant sounds at 

the beginning of words to make 

them stand out.  

 

E.g. We return to Boris Johnson 

and his bendy bananas brouhaha. 

 



Note 

 Keep it subtle. 

 My brother will merrily munch his way through a 

whole box of biscuits. 

 Don’t overdo it. 

 My barking-mad brother will blissfully bolt down a 

box of Bourbons. 



Your turn 

 For your topic, write a sentence that incorporates 

this technique. 



Tricolon 

When three adjectives or phrases 

are used together to make them 

stand out.  

 

Homework is boring, dull and 

ineffective.  



Your turn 

 For your topic, write a sentence that incorporates 

this technique. 



Emotive language 

Use vocabulary that forces an 

emotion onto the reader. 

Note the difference here: 

1. Scotland’s population is declining. 

2. Scotland’s population is 

haemorrhaging. 



Note 

 This is often a matter of changing a neutral word 

into a more extreme word. 

 Studying Mandarin is difficult/ impossible. 

 He went/ sprinted home. 

 She was alone/ lonely. 



Your turn 

 For your topic, write a sentence that incorporates 

this technique. 



Anaphora 

 Beginning a series of sentences or clauses with 

the same words. 

 

 Go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama, 

go back to South Carolina, go back to 

Georgia, go back to Louisiana, go back to the 

slums and ghettos of our northern cities, 

knowing that somehow this situation can and 

will be changed. 



Your turn 

 For your topic, write a sentence that incorporates 

this technique. 



Hyperbole 

When information is given that is over 
the top, or slightly untrue. 

 

 If I get one more piece of homework, 
I am going to move to the moon! 



Your turn 

 For your topic, write a sentence that incorporates 

this technique. 



Technical language 

Use the lexicon appropriate to your 

subject. 

This creates the sense that you are 

knowledgeable about your subject. 

Not using it makes you look ill-

informed. 

 



Note 

 The man’s heart went wrong and he died. 

 The man’s pulmonary aorta collapsed, causing 

a fatal cardiac arrest. 



Your turn 

 For your topic, write a sentence that incorporates 

this technique. 



Rhetorical questions  

Using questions that don’t need an 
answer to get the audience to think.  

 

E.g. Could you live with yourself if 
you missed out on this opportunity? 

 
 Caution: Only use these sparingly. Too many 

questions makes it sound like you don’t know the 
answers… 



Your turn 

 For your topic, write a sentence that incorporates 

this technique. 



Dare the reader to disagree 

 You can only do this if your argument is a strong 

one. 

 If people continue to overuse their cars, insist on 

fossil fuels and base their diet on land-intensive 

farming methods, they’ll only have themselves to 

blame when climate change causes them to move 

house, won’t they? 



Your turn 

 For your topic, write a sentence that incorporates 

this technique. 



Statistics  

These suggest that you are not 

presenting an opinion; you are 

presenting facts. 

 

95% of pupils feel that there is too much 

homework. 



Your turn 

 For your topic, write a sentence that incorporates 

this technique. 


