
Close Reading Formulae 
 

Context Questions 
 

1. Give the denotation. 
2. Explain how you reached this meaning from the surrounding words. 
3. Give the connotations of the surrounding words. 

 
“AAAA” means DENOTATION. We can understand this from the word/s “BBBB” which 
carries suggestions of “CCCC”. 
 
 
Writer’s Attitude 
 

1. Say what the attitude is. 
2. Quote the words which reveal this attitude. 
3. Give the connotations of these words. 

 
I believe the writer’s attitude is AAAA. This is shown when s/he says BBBB. This word has a 
CCCC connotation/ tone. 
 
 
Imagery 
 

1. Say which imagery technique is used. 
2. Quote the words which create the image. 
3. Explain the similarities between the thing being compared, and what it is being 

compared to. 
 
The writer uses AAAAA to create the image “BBBBB”. This is effective because just as CCCC, 
so  EEEEEE. 
 
 
In Your Own Words 
 

1. Find the correct lines. 
2. Check number of marks. 
3. Re-write in your own words. 
4. Check you haven’t copied key words from the passage. 

 
  



 
Word Choice 
 

1. Quote the word you are referring to. 
2. Give the denotation. 
3. Give the connotations in this context. 
4. Explain why the word is appropriate. 

 
The word AAAA means BBBB but in this context has strong connotations of CCCC. This is 
effective because DDDD. 
 
 
Sentence Structure 

1. Quote the word/ phrase you are referring to. 
2. Name the technique being used. 
3. Explain what the idea being conveyed is. 
4. Explain how the structure helps to support this idea. 

 
When the writer says, “AAAA”, they make use of BBBB. This allows them to convey an idea 
of CCCC.  The structure is effective by DDDD. 
 

 

Effective Introduction/ Conclusion 

Points to identify: Introductions 

1. Does it begin with something unusual? 

2. Is the title significant? 

3. How does the introduction link to the rest of the article. 

 

Points to identify: Conclusions 

1. Does the article sum up its key points? 

2. Does the article return to the subject of the introduction? (Circular structure) 

3. Does it make a forceful/ strong conclusion 

 

 

 

 



Linking Questions 
 

1. Quote the word or phrase which links backwards. 
2. Explain the connection between this phrase and the previous content. 
3. Quote the word or phrase which links forwards. 
4. Explain the connection between this phrase and the following content. 

 
The phrase “AAAA” links to the previous paragraph, which was about BBBB. The phrase 
“CCCC” links forwards to the following paragraph, which is about DDDD. 
 
 
Tone 
 

1. Identify the tone. 
2. Quote words or phrases that create this tone 
3. Analyse how those words/phrases create the tone 

 
Here, the writer uses a “AAAAA” tone. We can identify this tone from the writer’s use of the 
words “BBBBB” and “CCCC”. These are both words which create a “DDDDD” effect. 
 
 

Contrast 

 
1. Quote the words/ phrases/ ideas which are opposites. 
2. Say how they are opposites. 
3. Say what the effect of placing these concepts close to one another is. 

 
The writer’s uses “AAAAA” and “BBBB” establishes a contrast. SAY HOW THEY ARE 
OPPOSITES. Juxtaposing these ideas close to one another creates a clear CCCCCC effect. 
 


