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What is it? 

• A linking sentence is one which connects two 
paragraphs together. 

• It indicates a change in the thought-process of 
the writer. 

• Part of the sentence will refer backwards to 
what has just been discussed, and part of it 
will link forwards to what the writer is going to 
discuss next. 



So… 

Pellegrini will step down on June thirty-first, and will be 
replaced by former Barcelona coach, Pep Guardiola. 
 
The Spaniard, who won fourteen trophies at Barcelona, is 
expected to bring a specific kind of football to the Etihad. 
 
Explain why the underlined sentence works well as a link at 
this point in the passage.  
 
• Which words in the sentence link us back to the first 

paragraph? 
• Which words indicate what the writer is going to talk about 

next? 



Questions 

• When answering linking-sentence questions, 
you must always: 

1. Quote the word(s) which refers backwards. 

2. Explain what they are referring to. 

3. Quote the word(s) which refer forwards. 

4. Explain what they are referring to. 



Example 

Pellegrini will step down on June thirty-first, and will be 
replaced by former Barcelona coach, Pep Guardiola. 
 
The Spaniard, who won fourteen trophies at Barcelona, is 
expected to bring a specific kind of football to the Etihad. 
 
 
• “The Spaniard” links to the previous paragraph, which was 

about who Guardiola is. 
• “specific kind of football” indicates the writer is going on to 

describe the kind of football Guardiola will expect his team 
to play. 



Question 1 

The Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority (HFEA) 
approved a licence application by a stem cell scientist, to 
perform genome editing on human embryos. 

 

The decision permits her to study the embryos for 
fourteen days for research purposes only. After fourteen 
days… 

 

 

Explain why the underlined sentence works well as a link at 
this point in the passage.  



Question 2 

Research has proven that excess sugar will rot 
teeth and cause bad breath. 

 

While the risk of teeth falling out is a danger, 
there is also something even worse we should 
fear if we don’t brush twice a day. 

 

Explain why the underlined sentence works well 
as a link at this point in the passage.  

 

 

 



Question 3 

If Kennedy was not shot from behind, then 
where did the fatal shot come from? 

 

More than forty witnesses ran towards the 
grassy knoll, to Kennedy’s front and right… 

 

Explain why the underlined sentence works well 
as a link at this point in the passage.  

 

 



Question 4 

But there is more to a crossword than simply 
solving puzzles. 

 

Recent research has shown that regular 
crossword puzzlers cut their chances of 
Alzheimer’s by more than eighty per cent… 

 

Explain why the underlined sentence works well 
as a link at this point in the passage.  

 

 



Question 5 

I love Mars bars. They are delicious. Best chocolate bar 
ever. 

 

But not everyone likes Mars bars; some people prefer 
a Twix. A Twix is a bar of chocolate with two parts. 
Each part has a biscuit bit and a caramel bit. 

 

Explain why the underlined sentence works well as a 
link at this point in the passage.  



Question 6 

Stabbed nearly thirty times, it is clear that 
Caesar had made some enemies. 

 

In the aftermath, while those enemies were 
hunted down, it was Caesar’s friends who took 
power in Rome. 

 

Explain why the underlined sentence works well 
as a link at this point in the passage.  


