
Classical Studies – Life in Classical Greece – Past Paper Breakdown 

 

2014 

1. Explain the reasons why some people might think that Athenian democracy was not fair to all the 

people who lived in Athens. 6 

2. Describe the ways in which the Athenians honoured  

either  

the goddess Athena  

or  

the god Dionysus.  

 

Your answer should include details of a building and a festival. 6 

Source A (below) is from The Symposium, by Plato. 

After this, when Socrates had taken his place and dined with the others, they poured out an offering 

of wine and sang a hymn to the god as custom demands; then they started drinking. All agreed not 

to drink too much, but just what each man pleased. Eryximachus proposed that the flute-girl, who 

had just come in, should be sent away to pipe to herself or to the women-folk, if she liked, and that 

the men should seek their entertainment in conversation.  

3. Explain what Source A tells us about Athenian parties. 

You should identify what points about a party are being made in the source and explain what they 

mean. 4 

Source B (below) is from The Constitution of Athens, by Xenophon (5th Century BC). 

Slaves are extremely undisciplined here at Athens. You are not allowed to hit other people’s slaves, 

and a slave will not get out of your way. If it were allowed for a free man to strike a slave he might 

easily hit an Athenian citizen by mistake, thinking that he was a slave. For the ordinary citizens here 

are no better dressed. In Sparta my slave would fear you, but in Athens there is more equality 

between slaves and free men because the slaves are so important to our economy.  

4. Evaluate the usefulness of Source B for the study of slavery in classical Athens. 

You could comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, what they say, why they say it or what it 

has missed out. 4 

 



2015 

 

1. Explain the reasons why slaves were necessary to the people of classical Athens. 6 

2. Describe the different ways an Athenian citizen was involved in the running of the city of Athens. 

6 

Source A (below) is from Protagoras, by Plato. 

Parents send their boys to school and instruct the teachers to pay much more attention to their 

good behaviour than to their letters and music. They are given the works of good poets to read at 

their benches and are made to learn them by heart. Parents also send their boys to the trainers to 

exercise and improve their bodies. The parents who do these things are the wealthiest. Their sons 

begin to go to school at the earliest age and finish their schooling latest. 

 

3. Explain what Source A tells us about education in classical Athens. 4 

You should identify the points made in the source and explain what they mean. 

Source B (below) is from the play Medea, by Euripides [5th century BC]. 

Of all living creatures, we women are the most unfortunate. First a large dowry must be paid for us 

to get a husband and master for our bodies. Our happiness depends on whether he is good or bad, 

for divorce is shameful for a woman and it is not possible to refuse marriage. Men say we live free 

from danger while they go off to war. How wrong they are! I would rather fight three battles than 

give birth once. 

4. Evaluate the usefulness of Source B for studying the lives of women in classical 

Athens. 4 

You could comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, what they say, why they say it or what it 

has missed out.  



2016 
 
1. Describe some of the problems, decisions or ceremonies associated with the birth of a 
child in 5th century BC Athens. 4 
 
2. To what extent did all the people who lived in classical Athens have equal rights and 
responsibilities? 8 
 
You should explain different aspects of the rights and responsibilities different 
groups of people had and come to a reasoned conclusion. 
 
Source A (below) is from Oeconomicus, by Xenophon (4th century BC). 
When I first received my wife from her father she was not yet fifteen and had lived a very 
sheltered life, seeing and hearing very little and asking very few questions. I would have 
been happy if she had just known how to take the wool and weave a dress and how her 
mother shared out the spinning among the female slaves. I told her that the house is our 
shared property as also is the dowry she brought with her from her father. 
 
3. Explain what Source A tells us about the lives of women in classical Athens. 4 
 
You should identify what points about women’s lives are being made in the source 
and explain what they mean. 
 
Source B (below) is from a party song by the poet Alcaeus (6th century BC). 
Let us start drinking now! Why are we waiting for them to light the lamps? There is still a little 
daylight left. Take down the big painted cups, slave! The son of Zeus and Semele gave men 
wine to help them forget their troubles. Mix one part of wine to two parts of water, pour it in 
right up to the top, and drink one cup after another until morning comes. 
 
4. Evaluate the usefulness of Source B for the study of parties (symposia) in Athens in the 
5th century BC. 4 
You could comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, what they say, why they say 
it or what it has missed out. 



2017 
 
1. Explain the reasons why the education of Athenian boys and girls prepared them well for 
their lives as adults. 6 
2. Describe some of the ways the people of Athens honoured either the god Dionysus or the 
goddess Athena. 6 
 
Source A (below) is by an ancient Greek writer. 
According to the rules we have laid down, a good wife should be the mistress of her home, 
having under her care all that is within it. She should allow nobody to enter without her 
husband’s knowledge. She should remember that women are not praised for their rich 
clothes and expensive gold jewellery, but for their self-control. Let it be her aim to obey her 
husband, paying no attention to public business. She should have no part in arranging her 
children’s marriages. 
 
3. Explain what Source A tells us about the lives of women in classical Greece. 4 
You should identify the points made in the source and explain what they mean. 
 
Source B (below) is from the play Hecuba, by the Athenian playwright Euripides, 
(5th century BC). 
My father was a king and I was destined to be the bride of a king. I was admired among girls. 
But now that the enemy have captured the city, I am a slave! That word makes me long for 
death, it sounds so strange; and then perhaps I might fall into the hands of some cruel 
master, one that would buy me for money — me, a princess. This man would force me to 
make bread for him, or sweep his house or he might set me working at the loom, leading a 
life of misery. 
 
4. Evaluate the usefulness of Source B for the study of slavery in classical Greece. 4 
You could comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, what they say, why they say 
it or what it has missed out. 
 
2018 
 
1. Describe some of the factors affecting the price a slave might fetch at auction. 4 
2. Explain the reasons why gods and religion were very important to the citizens of classical 
Athens. 6 
3. To what extent did men in classical Athens have better lives than women? 
You should explain different aspects of the lives of men and women and come to a 
reasoned conclusion. 8 
4. Compare the duties and responsibilities of a citizen in classical Athens with the duties and 
responsibilities of a citizen in the modern world. 8 
 
You should identify similarities and differences between the duties and responsibilities of a 
citizen in classical Athens and the duties and responsibilities of a citizen in the modern 
world. 
 
Source A (below) is from an ancient Greek writer. 
 
Teacher, beat this son of mine. He hardly comes to school, yet I must pay the bill on the 30th 

of each month. He hides his writing tablet between the bedpost and the wall. He won’t write 
a proper word and doesn’t know the letter A unless you shout it at him five times. I told him 
to write ‘Maron’ and he wrote ‘Simon’. I wish I’d sent him to learn how to herd animals on the 
farm instead of sending him to learn his letters. 
 
5. Explain what Source A tells us about education in classical Athens. 4 



 
You should identify what points about education are being made in the source and explain 
what they mean. 
 
Source B (below) is from a speech to the people of Athens as reported by the Athenian 
historian Thucydides (5th century BC). 
 
Our city is a democracy because power is in the hands not of a minority, but of the whole 
people. Here each individual is interested not only in his own affairs, but in the affairs of the 
city as well. Even those who are mostly occupied with their own business are extremely well 
informed on general politics. We do not say that a man who takes no interest in politics is a 
man who minds his own business; we say that he has no business here at all. 
 
6. Evaluate the usefulness of Source B for the study of democracy in Athens in the 
5th century BC. 4 
 
You could comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, what they say, why they say it or 
what it has missed out. 
 


