
Discursive Essay Topics 
 

1. Should humans treat farm animals more humanely?  
2. Should athletes be allowed to take drugs to enhance their performance providing 

the drugs do no long-term damage to their bodies? 
3. How old is “too old” for parenthood? 
4. Footballers who abuse social media should be expelled from the profession. 
5. Has cosmetic surgery become too readily available?  
6. Is marriage an outdated institution?  
7. Is there still too much discrimination against women?  
8. Like it or not, sportsmen and women are role models and must accept that position. 
9. The E.U. referendum must be run again. 
10. Education in the U.K. is inadequate for the twenty-first century. 
11. Does Britain need private schools?  
12. Why should we remember the Holocaust?  
13. Vlogging must be taken seriously as a career. 
14. The Premier League is killing lower-league football. 
15. Responsibility for a pupil’s behaviour always lies with the pupil. 
16. Honesty is always the best policy. 
17. The only moral way to eat is to be vegan. 
18. If we are serious about improving education, parents must be taught how to parent. 
19. Voting should be compulsory, under punishment of a fine, like in Australia. 
20. Poor behaviour in class is the fault of the teacher. 
21. Silent reading should make up more than 50% of the school curriculum. 
22. Pupils should be allowed to choose ten, and not six, subjects for National 5. 
23. Why do people care more about ‘benefit scroungers’ than they do the billions lost to 

the rich? 
24. Women will always want to use make-up. Griping about its effect on your “mental 

health” is weak and pointless. 
25. “Pupil Councils” are a sham. 
26. Most real education occurs outside school. 
27. Apu does more damage than good. 
28. Most bullying in school is committed by teachers. 
29. Nothing truly worth knowing is learned in school. 
30. Public transport should, like health-care, be free to everyone. 
31. Competitive reality TV shows are corroding our society. 
32. Nobody under eighteen should be allowed a mobile phone. 
33. Children under fifteen should not have Facebook or Twitter accounts. 
34. CCTV should be used in schools. 
35. Inherited wealth is unfair and should be abolished. 
36. Torture is sometimes a necessity for national security. 
37. Chocolate should be taxed at 80%. 
38. Anyone seriously interested in education should leave school. 
39. Pupils should be allowed to grade their teachers. 
40. More school time should be given over simply to reading. 
41. State schools should be given the resources to compete with private schools. 
42. The “nuclear family” is a dangerous model for our society. 



43. 55% is not enough to declare a political majority. 
44. Political manifestos should be legally binding. 
45. $400million is an acceptable price for a painting. 
46. Politicians should be paid in line with their opinion polls. 
47. Our obsession with appearances is the biggest danger to our society. 
48. Not enough is done to help male victims of domestic abuse. 
49. It is unstatesman-like for a president to tweet. 
50. It is valid to have creationism taught in schools. 
51. Auto-correct is ruining literacy levels in teenagers. 
52. We are ill-prepared for the rise of robots in the workplace. 
53. Resilience is the greatest thing a child can be taught. 
54. Compassion is the greatest thing a child can be taught. 
55. Independence is the greatest thing a child can be taught. 
56. It should be government policy that every teenager take a year to study in a different 

country. 
57. People who abandon animals should be jailed. 
58. Most politicians are good people. 
59. We post too much personal data online. 
60. The teen obsession with “labels” is ruining their time at school. 
61. The richest 1% should pay more tax. 
62. There is nothing heroic in dying for your country. 
63. Being offended is not the same as being hurt. 
64. Like any new technology, the internet has brought out the Luddites and fear-

mongers. 
65. Public attitudes to breastfeeding need to change. 
66. Sanitary products should be free to all women. 
67. Any politician for a particular department should have a university-level qualification 

for that subject. 
68. Bereavement leave in the case of pets should be as normal as that for relatives. 
69. The voting age should end at retirement. 
70. No millionaire should be allowed to hold public office. 
71. Meat-eaters should only be allowed to buy live animals. 
72. Brexit is the death-knell for the Union. 
73. Netflix is the triumph of quantity over quality. 
74. Superhero films are an unhealthy monoculture for our cinemas. 
75. The only way to help sex-workers is to legalise prostitution. 
76. Voters should have to pass a “voting competency” test. 
77. If you aren’t a feminist, you’re an idiot. 
78. Religion has no place in government. 
79. Examinations are an inadequate means of assessing a pupil. 
80. High heels are a tool of patriarchal control. 
81. Popular music is prematurely sexualizing children. 
82. Social media is significantly damaging a generation’s ability to concentrate. 
83. It is not the role of a school to make pupils happy. 
84. The success of MMA is a sign that our society, at its heart, is barbaric and 

Neanderthal. 
85. Writing a discursive essay says nothing about my ability in English. 



86. It’s time to start taking UFOlogists seriously. 
87. The Scottish government needs to step in and save Classics. 
88. We should be afraid of facial recognition software. 
89. Greta Thunberg is teaching most adults how to behave responsibly. 
90. There is no real love on Love Island. 
91. Are we in the middle of a global anxiety crisis? 
92. Social media makes it impossible to be friends who disagree. 
93. The fate of Bury FC is a warning to all small football clubs. 
94. All teenagers want to help; it’s up to society to help them to help. 
95. In the social media world, we need to learn to disagree politely. 
96. The prevalence of antidepressants is a sign that we are not helping people to live 

enriched lives. 
97. All food outlets should display calorific content. 
98. There is a need for schools to teach etiquette. 
99. In the twenty-first century, internet access should be free to everyone. 
100. Older people need to realize: the world is better now than it was thirty years 

ago. 
101. Blaming video games for mass-shootings is lazy thinking. 
102. A national living wage is long overdue. 
103. Immigration is a benefit to the U.K. 
104. It’s time we had a one-child limit in the U.K. 
105. Hate speech is different to free speech. 
106. Clearly, we have not learned from history. 
107. An online delivery tax should be introduced to save the High Street.  
108. England and Scotland have more in common than either will admit. 
109. Learning to be a good friend is more important than any school subject. 
110. Rape is not caused by “provocative clothing”; it is caused by rapists. 
111. Music festivals are terrible. 
112. Endangered species should be left to die. 
113. Our remembrance of the two world wars is simply a fetish. 
114. Our secular world denies the human need for rituals. 
115. School meals should be free to all pupils. 
116. Straight Pride is a sinister development. 
117. Comics say more about our world than most “high art”. 
118. The lack of black British football managers shows that we have failed to “kick 

it out”. 
119. Bank scams are becoming more sophisticated; why aren’t we educating our 

elderly? 
120. A £20million donation to the Amazon fires shows we are not taking 

environmental destruction seriously.  


